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communes I have visited here, working on
all kinds of economic and educational issues,
and that is that the two most important things
that we can promote in the new world are
empowerment of individuals and a sense of
community. And if you do one without the
other, you will not succeed.

Very often, people who are very interested
in empowerment don’t have much interest
in community. When they’re talking about
empowerment, they mean their own em-
powerment. [Laughter] And very often, a lot
of people who have always cared deeply
about community are almost a little sus-
picious of empowerment. But the lesson that
you are teaching us is that we must do both
together.

We are here to talk about the future of
cyberspace. ‘‘Cyber’’ comes from the Greek
word ‘‘kybernautis’’. It means helmsman, one
who steers the ship. So I am here to say I
admire what you are doing to steer the ship
of this State into the future. I want to steer
with you. But we cannot forget the simple
message that, no matter how much new tech-
nology there is, the two things we must re-
main committed to are empowerment and
community. Everyone counts. Everyone
should have a chance. Everyone has a role
to play. And we all do better when we help
each other.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:05 p.m. in the
atrium at the Hi-Tech Center. In his remarks, he
referred to B. Ramalinga Raju, chair, Satyam
Computer Services, Ltd.; Rahul Bajaj, president,
Confederation of Indian Industry; Sanjay
Batnagar, president, American Chamber of Com-
merce in India; E.S. Hariharan, deputy general
manager, Hi-Tech Center; and N. Chandrababu
Naidu, Chief Minister, Andhra Pradesh; Naresh
Chandra, Indian Ambassador to the United States;
and Richard F. Celeste, U.S. Ambassador to India;
Mona Mohib, Associate Director for Intergovern-
mental Affairs, Office of the First Lady; and
Rekha Chalasani, press officer, Bureau of Legisla-
tive and Public Affairs, U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these remarks.

Statement on North Atlantic Treaty
Organization Operations in
Southeast Europe
March 24, 2000

One year ago today, the 19 democratic
members of NATO, supported by our re-
gional partners, launched Operation Allied
Force to put an end to Slobodan Milosevic’s
brutal campaign of ethnic cleansing.

Milosevic’s actions not only caused the
worst human disaster in Europe since World
War II but also threatened NATO’s core in-
terest in the stability of Southeast Europe.
As result of NATO’s resolute and concerted
stand over 78 days, we reversed the ethnic
cleansing, compelled Serb forces to with-
draw, allowed a NATO-led force and a
United Nations mission to secure the peace,
and paved the way for nearly a million refu-
gees to return to their homes in safety. Imag-
ine the consequences if NATO had not acted
one year ago. Milosevic’s campaign of ethnic
cleansing would have proceeded unchecked,
exterminating or expelling hundreds of thou-
sands of Kosovar Albanians, a final grim epi-
taph of the twentieth century. Those who
survived would have become permanent ref-
ugees, causing a humanitarian crisis and
threatening the stability of the region. The
historic progress we have made toward build-
ing a Europe undivided, democratic, and at
peace for the first time in history would have
been reversed, and NATO’s role to help con-
solidate stability in Europe would have been
undermined.

We should be proud that we met our re-
sponsibilities in Kosovo, and we have accom-
plished much in the past year. With the sup-
port of the international community, NATO
and the United Nations Interim Administra-
tive Mission have created the foundation that
can lead to a peaceful and stable Kosovo. The
U.N. mission helped return over 90 percent
of the refugees to their homes in time to as-
sist their preparations for winter. Some
300,000 Kosovar children are back in school
today. Electric power has been restored to
most areas. Over 200 kilometers of railway
are back in service, and nearly 2,000 kilo-
meters of roadways have been cleared of
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unexploded ordnance and mines. Although
violence still remains too frequent in Kosovo,
the weekly murder rate has been reduced
by 90 percent since last June, thousands of
weapons have been confiscated and de-
stroyed, and the Kosovo Liberation Army was
successfully disbanded.

There is much more to be done. The
NATO-led Kosovo Force (KFOR), with ap-
proximately 85 percent of the troops contrib-
uted by our Allies, has helped create condi-
tions of basic security that will permit civil
implementation to move forward quickly.
The international community has pledged
over $1 billion for the stabilization and eco-
nomic revitalization of Kosovo—with our
partners providing more than 6 times our
contribution to this effort. U.N. member
states have sent over 2,500 policemen to pa-
trol the streets of Kosovo, but the U.N. has
asked for an additional 2,000 officers, and
we will do our share. Building on the founda-
tion of the 300 local judges and prosecutors
that have been appointed by UNMIK, the
international community is working with
Kosovars to help rebuild Kosovo’s legal and
judicial systems. With the support of inter-
national soldiers and police, we are working
to protect the individual human rights and
cultural heritage of all Kosovars, Serb, Roma,
Albanian and others. We remain committed
to seeking the release of those Kosovars
jailed in Serbia without the benefit of due
legal process.

During Allied Force, we persisted until we
prevailed. Today we are carrying that same
spirit forward into the challenges of building
peace, democracy, and opportunity—in
Kosovo and across the Balkans. And with the
leadership of our European Allies and the
support of our Congress, we will continue
to work with the people of Southeast Europe
toward our shared vision of a democratic and
peaceful future.

Proclamation 7282—Education and
Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2000
March 24, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As we welcome a new millennium, Amer-

ica stands at a unique moment in time. We
can look back over the past century, where
we experienced profound advances in
science, medicine, and technology that fun-
damentally altered the world in which we
live. At the same time, we can look ahead
to a new century filled with unparalleled
promise and unlimited possibilities for fur-
ther progress.

Throughout our Nation’s history, edu-
cation has been at the heart of achievement
in America, and it is the key to meeting the
challenges and seizing the opportunities that
lie before us. To succeed in the global com-
munity of the 21st century, we must provide
all our citizens with a world-class, well-
rounded education. We must ensure that
every American has not only the knowledge
and the skills he or she needs to flourish,
but also a solid foundation of moral guidance
and values. As the technology revolution
breaks down barriers of geography, culture,
and economic status, it is more crucial than
ever that young people learn the importance
of tolerance, cooperation, and sharing. Im-
bued with these values and enriched by a
quality education, our children can look for-
ward to a bright future.

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson,
the Lubavitcher Rebbe, recognized early the
importance of such comprehensive learning.
In addition to being one of the world’s highly
respected religious leaders, he was also an
accomplished scholar in mathematics and
science. Understanding that both secular
education and spiritual training contribute
enormously to human development, he
sought to provide young people with fresh
opportunities for academic, social, and moral
enrichment through the more than 2,000
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